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Woman of Honor New Clergy
The 108th
annual
Diocesan
Convention
will be held

this year on Oct. 24 at the
Sheraton Hotel in Springfield.

Eleanor ÒAndyÓ
Parke was
recognized this
summer as a
Woman of Honor at
the 46th Triennial

Meeting of the Episcopal Church
Women.
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Diocesan Convention
Church of the
Atonement,
Westfield, and
St. MarkÕs, East
Longmeadow,
both announce

the calling of new rectors.
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Young people at St. JamesÕ, Great Barrington, grew a dream this summer, sowing seeds for
produce that was later harvested to feed people in need in the region. See story Page 5.
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The Pastoral Staff is the official
news publication of the Episcopal
Diocese of Western
Massachusetts,
37 Chestnut St.,
Springfield, MA, 01103-
1787,
(413) 737-4786.
Visit us on line at
www.diocesewma.org.
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The Rev. Christopher Carlisle,
Missioner for Ministry in Higher
Education
The Rev. Jennifer Gregg, Christian
Formation Missioner for the Berkshire
Corridor
Bruce Rockwell,
Assistant to the Bishop for Stewardship
The Rev. Scott Seabury, Christian
Formation Missioner for the Pioneer
Valley Corridor
E. John White,
Missioner for Legacy Stewardship
The Rev. Jill Williams, Christian
Formation Missioner for the Worcester
Corridor

The Pastoral Staff welcomes ideas,
comments and opinions and will
make space for appropriate items.
Photos and news items may be
submitted to the editor, Janice
Ripley Beetle, (413) 374-6239.
E-mail: beetlepress@charter.net.
Deadline for the next issue of the
Pastoral Staff is Oct. 24. It will be
distributed in mid-December.
.
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The Rt. Rev. Gordon P. Scruton,
Bishop of Western Massachusetts
The Rev. Canon Sarah Shofstall,
Canon to the Ordinary
The Ven. William H. Coyne,
Archdeacon
Steven P.  Abdow,
Administration and Finance Officer
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Help! Someone come immediately and fix my
problem!

We humans often scream out this desperate
cry.

So, plumbers are called to fix our broken
pipes. Dentists fix aching teeth.
Doctors fix cuts and broken bones.

But some things canÕt be fixed.

Even the best doctors canÕt fix some broken hearts or brains with
AlzheimerÕs disease or cancer that leads to death.

Parents can fix some broken toys, but some accidents canÕt be
repaired.

We have this deep need to fix things or find someone else who can
fix things.

It takes deeper wisdom and trust to recognize and accept
what canÕt be fixed.

After we lose our voices from screaming for help, blaming those
who havenÕt solved our problems, after we collapse in exhaustion
from thrashing wildly and unsuccessfully to save and fix ourselves
and those we loveÉ

Perhaps then we will become still enough to listen; to discover a
peace, a presence which passes understanding.

There is another way:

Instead of trying to change and fix the cup life gives us we can
choose to accept it, drink it and discover deeper life than death and
loss we resisted so long.

What are you learning about fixing and accepting what canÕt be
fixed?
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A Field Guide for the Missional Congregation Ð Embarking on a Journey of
Transformation by Rick Rouse and Craig Van Gelder (Augsburg Fortress Press
2008)
In 144 pages, this fast-paced paperback invites leaders of congregations on a quest Ð one that
I believe has U R G E N C Y for the congregations of Western Massachusetts. Our bishop has
been laboring for more than a few years to help us ÒseeÓ the changing paradigms that are
being revealed. Here is how Rouse and Van Gelder ÒseeÓ the same thing in congregations:

FROM: TO:
Maintenance Mission
Membership Discipleship
Pastor-Centered Lay-Empowered
Chaplaincy (Self) Hospitality (Others)
Focus On Ourselves Focus On the World
Settled Sent

The field guide has seven transformational keys spread throughout that can help congregations not only
ÒseeÓ the change but embrace it as the leading of the Spirit.
1) Congregations that have a clear vision for ministry are more likely to move forward together than those
who seem to lack a common purpose.
2) Congregations that focus on becoming a discipling community as they deeply engage their context are
more likely to develop a healthy life that moves beyond institutional survival or just serving the needs of its
members.
3) Developing healthy, spirit-led leadership can help cultivate a positive climate change within the faith
community.
4) It is imperative that care and intentionality be taken to build a supportive, missional leadership team that
is comprised of both staff and lay leaders.
5) It is important for healthy spirit-led leadership to stay the course when facing conflict by practicing truth-
telling as an opportunity for learning and growing together.
6) A congregation that wants to move forward in mission will find it necessary to practice stewardship as it
builds financial viability.
7) It is important to celebrate our successes along the way and, especially, the accomplishments of others.

The nine Western Massachusetts congregations participating in the three-year Partnership for Missional
Church are exploring these very same dynamics. They are engaging in deep listening and discovering
partners here in year one. In 2010 - in year two - they will engage in some missional experimentation and
Holy risk-taking.  By the time they get to 2011 Ð year three Ð they will have practiced corporate spiritual
discernment and Òput on Body on to what God is up to in the world.Ó

So, what is GodÕs invitation to you and your congregation? I believe in a simple mathematical formula:
Church as usual = less church. Are you ready to be missional? Read this field guide, find some allies, be the
change.
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Once in a great while God connects
us to someone who will change our lives
forever.  That happened for me in July
of 1997, on my first day as rector of
Grace Church in Amherst, when Horace

Boyer walked into my office.  He asked, ÒAre you
my new rector?Ó and gave me a big hug.  I knew in
that moment that the opportunity to know him, work
with him and be taught by him would be one of the
greatest blessings of my life, and it is.

Since his death in July, I keep remembering
Horace teaching us how to read the music in Lift
Every Voice and Sing II and understand that it had
been translated into the European form of writing
music.  To perform it literally as it was written
would mean that it would never sound as it was
intended.  I remember him teaching that you have to
play with the rhythm Òuntil you find the dance.Ó I
find that to be true in most of lifeÕs endeavors. 
When we experiment enough to find the dance, the
Holy Spirit can move us to new places.

 I have an image in my head of God, in His great
compassion, saying to His angels, ÒEpiscopalians
seem to have a hard time making a joyful noise and
they virtually never let go and dance to the music in
church.  I think I will send my beloved child Horace
to teach them.Ó  The angels told God that it would
be of no use, that nobody would ever be able to
loosen up Episcopalians.  But God knew better. 
God knew Horace.

So God sent Horace to teach us.  From him, we
have learned a great deal about music and about the
history of the Civil Rights struggle. We have wit-
nessed an extraordinary example of patience and
Grace.  Many of us have learned not to clap on the
downbeat. Mostly, and most importantly, we have
learned more about who Jesus is and about His
abundant love.

 

The death in July of Horace Clarence Boyer, the
editor of the Episcopal hymnal, Lift Every Voice
and Sing, has saddened Episcopalians across the
country.

Horace grew up in Winter Park, Florida, the
fourth of eight children in a deeply religious home.
By his teen years, he and his brother James were
recording Gospel records as Òthe Boyer Brothers.Ó
With money earned from their performances, the
brothers put themselves through Bethune-Cookman
College in Daytona Beach.

Horace was a graduate of Bethune-Cookman
University in Daytona Beach, Florida, and he held
masterÕs and doctoral degrees from the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester, N.Y.  His teaching
career included tenures at Albany State College in
Georgia, the University of Central Florida at
Orlando and the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst, where he was a member of the faculty of
music and dance.
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Young people and other parishioners from
two Berkshire-based Episcopal churches plant
ÒGideonÕs Garden.Ó

By the Rev. Frances A. Hills, Rector,
St. JamesÕ, Great Barrington.

Some local young people started dream-
ing last winter, and this summer, in early
June, they made their dream a reality.

Young people, in grade school and older,
from some south Berkshire churches met
on June 6 to plant a vegetable garden. It
wasnÕt just any garden because the youth
used the harvest to supply meals for the
Breaking Bread Kitchen and the
Stockbridge Open Table. Other vegetables
went to the PeopleÕs Pantry.

The bounds of ÒGideonÕs GardenÓ were
blessed and prayers were said by the youth
and clergy of St. JamesÕ, St. PaulÕs,
Stockbridge, and Christ Church Episcopal-
Trinity Lutheran Church.

The idea for the garden originated last
December as a group of youth from St.
JamesÕ made holiday wreaths at Taft
Farms. They decided that garden planting,
tending, harvesting and then making food
from the produce for others to enjoy would
be a wonderful thing.

The youth germinated the idea, and St.
JamesÕ parishioner Pennie Curry nurtured it.
She invited Taft Farms to contribute some
land and the plants for the garden.

Taft Farms owners Dan and Martha
Tawczynski graciously agreed to contribute
the plants and let the youth use one third of
an acre of land for a year. Taft Farms also
helped decide what should be planted and
prepared the ground.

Several adults from the churches served
as key people to assist the youth in their
project.

The name ÒGideonÕs GardenÓ came
from Gideon Bostwick, who was the first
full-time rector of St. JamesÕ (1770-1793).

He was the real missionary founder of the Episco-
pal Church in western Massachusetts. While at St.
JamesÕ, the Rev. Bostwick was missionary to 47
towns, riding on horseback 80-100 miles per week
to spread the Christian Gospel to people in Con-
necticut, Vermont, New York and Massachusetts.

On the day in early June when the garden was
blessed and planted, there were about 30 people
there, half youth and half adults. There were some
tiny seeds and a lot of small plants. There was a
third-acre of land that frankly looked like an awful
lot of ground.  It seemed there was a lot more dirt
than people or plants.

But the youth had taken their dream, planted the
seeds in the ground, dedicated the ground to God
and asked for GodÕs blessing. By the end of July,
these same youth were able to make at least one
generous donation to the Pantry. And later, after
rains came down, a handful of kids harvested an
amazing amount and variety of food: carrots,
zucchini, yellow squash, broccoli, onion, all kinds of
lettuce, cucumbers, green peppers, Swiss chard
and some tomatoes!

Then on a Thursday night at Breaking Bread
Kitchen, seven of the youth came and joyfully
served their harvest, alongside a wonderful adult
crew. I heard it was, ÒAbsolutely delicious because
it was so fresh.Ó And, I might add, because it was
so rooted and grounded in love!
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Scenes from the 107th annual
Convention. Above, delegates
take part in table talk. At left,
those gathered for the Conven-
tion Eucharist sing together at
Christ Church Cathedral.

Bring your prescription
eyeglasses, no longer useful to
you, to the annual Diocesan
Convention Saturday, Oct. 24
in Springfield!

Bishop Daniel Sarfo has
told us that eyeglasses would
be a most welcome gift to the
people of the Diocese of
Kumasi, Ghana. There will be
a repository for your donations
at Convention. Give a gift of
sight to the people in the
Kumasi Diocese, with whom
we have a friendship relation-
ship.

3,44,("
3$++*/4

The 108th annual Diocesan Convention will be held this year on Satur-
day, Oct. 24 at the Sheraton Hotel in Springfield.

This yearÕs Convention will be Òleaner and greener,Ó with reports and
other documents provided on the Web site at www.diocesewma.org and on
a presentation screen at the event itself. Workshops and special orders will
not be part of Convention, and the Friday night banquet will not be held.

Convention is one of the most important annual Diocesan events, at
which delegates learn together, make important decisions regarding
Diocesan business and network with one. Please join us.

ÔRecycleÕ your
unwanted
eyeglasses

at Convention
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Teens work together in an Adventure Base program at Bement.

By the Rev. Jill Williams,
Christian Formation Missioner,
Worcester Corridor

As Christian Formation
Missioner for the Worcester
Corridor, (and also the youngest
member of the clergy in the
Diocese), I get a lot of questions
about teenage formation.  So, here
is a guide to unraveling the mystery
of the teenage brain.

Here are the top five things you
need to know when working with
teens:

! Teenagers are not scary!
Scientific research says that their
brains are developing in their
second stage of rapid development.
Brain development this rapid only
occurs one other time in our lives,
when we are 1.5 to 2 years old. At
first it can seem like mood swings
or hormones but just think how
active their brains are!

! Teenagers have a lot
going on.  The pressures involved
in school and continuing education
have grown exponentially even
since I was a teen.  Excellent
scholarship, extra-curricular
activities, MCAS testing and social
development are just some of the
stresses in the average teenage life.

! ! ! ! ! Teens have a strong
desire for spirituality .  They are
asking tough questions, looking for
hypocritical adults, and trying to
reconcile the religious and secular
worlds in which they live.

! The Episcopal Church is
the perfect place for teenagers.
We can help them ask the questions
and find answers within scripture,
tradition and reason instead of
providing the Òright answersÓ to
their questions.

! ! ! ! ! Teenagers can articulate
their spiritual needs.  If your
church is searching for a program
for teens, start by asking them what
their needs are.  Brainstorm activi-
ties that help serve others, know
God, and know each other.  From
those you can develop a program
the teens are engaged in because
they helped design it.  No more
wearing out your youth leader by
trying to keep up with the trends!
The teens have done it for them.

Youth ages 12-18 are at a
pivotal point in their spiritual devel-
opment.  The church can easily find
a place for these rapidly developing
brains by simply being intentional
about including them in the theologi-
cal reflection, leadership opportuni-
ties and worship.  Your Christian
Formation Missioners are already
working with many churches
around the Diocese on their inclu-
sion of teenagers.

Please feel free to call or e-mail
any time with your questions. You
can reach me at
jwilliams@diocesewma.org or at
(413) 531-3263.

A primer on Christian Formation with adolescents
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Name: The Rev. Nancy Webb
Stroud.

Title, Parish: Rector, Church of
the Atonement, Westfield.

Former parish and location:
Associate Rector, St. PeterÕs
Church in the Great Valley
Malvern, Diocese of Pennsylvania,
a suburb of Philadelphia. 

Education: BachelorÕs degree
from the University of Virginia in
English and Religious Studies, 1979;
graduate courses in elementary
education, Chestnut Hill College,
Philadelphia, 1982-83; courses
toward a masterÕs in divinity at
Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia, 1998-2004; masterÕs
in divinity, General Theological
Seminary, 2005. 

What in your experience/
background has prepared you
for this new calling? As a cradle
Episcopalian I have enjoyed life in
several different congregations of
different sizes and worship styles.
Even though the differences have
ranged from Òsmells and bellsÓ to
Òsnake-belly lowÓ and 3,000
members to under 100, every
congregation has so much in
common: devotion to divine mys-
tery, love for one another, many
needs and great talent.  As an
active lay person and now as a
clergy person, it is my delight to
work in the day-to-day of general
ministry: worship, teaching, pastoral
care Ð in as creative a balance as
possible. In my most recent minis-
try, I served a congregation of
about 825, with three services on

Sundays in two worship spaces.  I
was blessed to preach about half the
time, to share in the childrenÕs and
adult formation ministries, to lead
the pastoral care ministries and
mentor the youth of the parish.  I
also participated in outreach minis-
tries of the congregation.  It was
wonderful experience in generalized
parish ministry.

What are your goals in mission
in your new parish?
My immediate goal is to get to know
the people of Atonement and assist
them in the great work they are
doing in Westfield. My prayer is that
we will all grow in our spiritual lives
as we care for one another and
those in the wider community. 

What excites you about your
new role and service?
Even though the church and or-
dained ministry are familiar,
Westfield and western Massachu-
setts are new to us!  Making new
friends, establishing new ties,
learning new ways. We are excited
about almost all of it!  (Traffic
rotaries are still making me clench

my teeth a little bit!)
 
What made you feel called to
priesthood?
The dismissal I most often use at
the end of the Eucharist is, ÒGo in
peace to love and serve the Lord.Ó
I think that even as a small child the
theological notion that corporate
worship provides strength and
nourishment for service to GodÕs
people was lived out by the good
people I went to church with.
 Being part of that culture was very
attractive to me.  I am very grateful
that what I have always wanted to
do is what I seem to be called to do.

Tell us about your family.
Bill Stroud and I were married 26
years ago, two years after meeting
one another in a production of
Gilbert and SullivanÕs The
Gondoliers. Bill is an artist with
experience in set design and
construction and also buildings and
facilities maintenance.  Most
recently he has performed as an
actor in the historic district of
Philadelphia, presenting costumed
interpretations of colonial and
Revolutionary War figures, including
John Adams.

We have three children.  Julia lives
in Brooklyn and works for an
agency for theatrical designers in
Manhattan.  William is in college
studying business administration.
 Edward began his college career
just before we moved to Westfield.
 All three joined Bill and me this
summer for a day in Westfield,
exploring the church and looking at
real estate.  They are looking
forward to visiting often!

The Rev. Nancy Webb Stroud.
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Name: James Peter Swarr (I go by
Peter).

Parish/Title: Rector, St. MarkÕs,
East Longmeadow.

Former parish and location: St.
JohnÕs Episcopal Church, Arlington,
Va., Seminarian; Cristo Rey Episco-
pal Church, Arlington, Va., Seminar-
ian; St. JohnÕs Episcopal Church,
Plymouth, Michigan, Associate
Rector.

Education: BachelorÕs degree in
history and a minor in Bible Theol-
ogy Summa Cum Laude from
Wheaton College in Illinois in 2002.
MasterÕs of Divinity Cum Laude
from the Protestant Episcopal
Theological Seminary in Virginia
(VTS), 2006.

What in your experience/
background has prepared you
for this new calling? Serving as
the dean of my local deanery for
the past year and a half. My work
at St. JohnÕs Episcopal Church in
Plymouth, Michigan, under the
guidance of the Rev. Dorian
McGlannan has prepared me for
this work. Under her care I have
redeveloped and re-energized youth
programs and newcomer programs,
while reinvigorating Christian
formation and outreach programs. I
have created multiple new minis-
tries and outreaches while being
encouraged to take an ever-growing
role in the administrative work of
the parish. I have worked with the
Diocesan Stewardship Committee,
learning about the powerful Chris-
tian vocation of stewardship. That
said, I have no doubt that there is

The Rev. James Peter Swarr.

much more for God and the people
of St. MarkÕs to teach me in the
months and years to come.

What are your goals in mission
in your new parish? To walk with
GodÕs beloved in East Longmeadow
through the joys and pains of life.
To discern GodÕs call for how St.
MarkÕs might effectively embody
the Christian community they are
called to be. To learn how it is that
Christ calls St. MarkÕs to reach out
to the people of East Longmeadow
so that they might have life in
Christ. To raise up leaders and
ministers, through the guidance of
the Spirit, so that the good work
which has begun in East
Longmeadow might continue,
flourish, and grow.

What excites you about your
new role and service? IÕm thrilled
to be joining a Christian community
that places such an emphasis on
communal life and communal
worship. IÕm excited about the
innovative worship and music that
takes place at St. MarkÕs. IÕm
excited to work with an already

strong youth program (something
that is near and dear to my heart), a
strong childrenÕs program and
outreach programs. IÕm thankful to
God for the incredible sense of
humor and joy which I have seen in
the people of St. MarkÕs. IÕm also
excited to live so close to a large
Hispanic population where I and my
wife will be able to participate in
Spanish speaking worship! IÕm also
thrilled to be living back in Red Sox
Nation!

What made you feel called to
priesthood? I sensed my call to
the priesthood through the
incarnational presence of Christ
within the Christian community. I
first experienced GodÕs presence in
the Church through the incredible
work of the diocesan youth minis-
tries program in Maine. Through
serving other teens at Happening
retreat weekends I began to
glimpse my calling to ordained
ministry. Through working with my
bishop and other priests in Maine
and Massachusetts, I explored
parish ministry through summer
internships, spiritual direction and
intensive conversations.

Tell us about your family. I am
married to my wife of seven years,
Angela T. Swarr. We have a golden
retriever puppy named Maya.
Angela will be living in Michigan
until mid-December, when she
finishes up her residential masterÕs
degree work at Eastern Michigan
University.

Tell us about your hobbies. I
love the Red Sox, camping, hiking,
biking, swimming and gardening.
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This summer, St. StephenÕs,

Westborough, partnered with the
Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Greater Worcester (IHN) program
and hosted homeless families and
individuals.

From June 21 to July 5, St.
StephenÕs and its parishioners
provided shelter, meals and hospital-
ity for the guests.  The families
slept in the rooms of the church and
were provided with meals by
parishioners.

While the guests stayed over-
night in the church, parishioners
stayed with them for support.  The
Evangelical Congregational Church
joined with St. StephenÕs by provid-
ing the meals from June 28 to July
5.

The IHN is an organization that
helps the homeless by coordinating
religious organizations to provide
temporary housing and meals to the
homeless.  Thirty-one congregations
in the Worcester area participate in
this program.

While people are being housed
and fed in their time of need, IHN
works to help them achieve their
General Equivalency Diploma and
find permanent jobs and housing for
them.  Since this program was
formed in 1997, IHN of Worcester
has helped more than 592 individu-
als and 196 families.

St. StephenÕs has participated
annually in hosting IHN guests.  For
more information please see St.
StephenÕs Web site
www.ststeph.com.

Over time the IHN has made
emergency appeals to help fund
transportation costs related to
moving guests, and their belongings,
to the host sites. Without exception,

the response has been overwhelm-
ingly generous.

Ron Casavant is coordinating a
year-round solicitation for donations
to cover transportation expenses,
rather than waiting for an emer-
gency situation.

Anyone interested in contributing
some time during the next year
could consider the gift of a gas or
gift card to IHN.

A $50 donation covers gas for
one week to a host site, and other
contributions go to diapers, baby
food and other general daily needs.
Any amount would be appreciated,
of course!

For more information, call Ron
at (508) 826-8891. Gift cards can
also be sent directly to Interfaith
Hospitality Network of Worcester,
114 Main St., Worcester, MA
01068, Attn: Joanne Alley, Program
Director.

St. StephenÕs, Westborough,
opens wide its doors and its
heart to welcome those in the
name of Jesus Christ. The
church would feel blessed to
host anyone who is seeking a
church home or just visiting.

St. StephenÕs has been the
Episcopal presence in
Westborough since 1898.
According to the churchÕs Web
site, the parish is a Òfamily of
families,Ó young and old, single
and married. ParishionersÕ
roots are from Africa, the
Americas, Asia and Europe.

Parish members have
committed themselves to
worshipping God, living as a
community, proclaiming the
Word and serving the world in
ChristÕs name.

For more information, visit
www.ststeph.com or call (508)
366-4134.

St. StephenÕs a good
neighbor and a

Ôfamily of familiesÕ

This summer, St. StephenÕs,
Westborough, partnered with the
Interfaith Hospitality Network
of Greater Worcester in offering
meals and lodging.

For a Bement Update...

Please visit the Diocesan Web
site at this link:
https://www.diocesewma.org/
aboutus/bementcamp.html
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Have you received a pledge card yet?  If so,
how did you feel when you received it?  How
did you feel after you had completed it?

I remember when I used to dread the
pledge card.  I thought, ÒOh no!  Here comes
the church again asking for my money!Ó

Those were back in the days when I thought stewardship
was about the need of the church to receive and was
merely the churchÕs polite word for fundraising. I did not
like to give my money away since I thought the more of it
I had the happier I would be.

Thanks to some people who gave me the most pre-
cious gift one person of faith can give another, the gift of
their story, I developed an entirely different belief and
attitude about stewardship. They witnessed to the spiritual
disciplines they embraced that afforded them a rich
spiritual life and a deeper relationship with God.  As a
result, I realized that stewardship was about my need to
give, my need to offer back to God a meaningful and
sacrificial portion of my money and, in fact, all the gifts
God had entrusted to me. I became an intentional propor-
tionate giver, and ultimately one who tithes, not because
one ought to tithe, but because tithing brought about a
deeper and healthier relationship with God.  I found that
tithing is one of the essential spiritual disciplines that is
helping me become the person God created me to be.

The pledge card is one of the ways that I act out my
belief about stewardship.  It is one of the ways I commit
to God that I am striving to be less attached to the mate-
rial gifts God has entrusted to me and to become more the
person God created me to be.

My friend Hugh Magers says that after youÕve com-
pleted the pledge card you should look in the mirror to see
if you are smiling.  If not, he says, you probably did it
wrong and should get a new one and try again.  What he
means, I think, is that if you are not smiling, you probably
found the process of completing and signing the card
painful and need to rethink your relationship with God.  If
you are smiling, you probably feel good because you know
the offering youÕve committed to is a loving, faithful,
generous and sacrificial offering to God.  You probably
feel as if this is the best you can do in your spiritual
journey right now.  You probably feel GodÕs love and know
that God will continue to guide you in your journey to
become the person God intends you to be.

Starting over, Raiman, 62, who lost
everything in the 2004 Pacific Ocean
tsunami, stood before the village with
tears in his eyes and a smile on his face
as he said, ÒI pass on my cow to you,
Sukina. Please take care of it.Ó The
villagers clapped, smiling with joy. The

calf raised by Raiman, born to his cow, a gift from
Heifer International, would now be Sukina and her
familyÕs. Another gift given out of gratitude, a commit-
ment fulfilled: The legacy of giving passes on new life
to the village and joy to Raiman.

In reading this passage, I experienced the feelings
of joy that I imagine Raiman must have felt. These
are similar feelings I have felt in making my own
Legacy Gift to my parish. These are the feelings so
many of you have shared with me when you have
made your own Legacy Gift. Out of gratitude for all
that God has entrusted us with, we make a gift that
will benefit others long after we have died. It is a
special way for us as beneficiaries of GodÕs gifts, to
become the benefactor to others. One filled with joy!

And for those who receive a legacy gift, feelings
of joy are felt as well. To sit in the congregation and
learn of a gift to my parish has stirred me to feel
grateful for that gift and realize that I would directly
benefit from someone elseÕs generosity, someone who
cared enough about my parish to give to its future.
Our legacy of giving passes on hope to those who are
the beneficiaries, just as RaimanÕs cow brought new
life and hope to SukinaÕs family.

I invite you to consider making a legacy gift to any
Episcopal entity, such as your parish, the Diocese, a
seminary, The ARK, for any amount. Most legacy
givers in our Diocese have chosen to leave a percent-
age of their estate through their will. Others have
made gifts of life insurance, property, trusts and
charitable gift annuities. All those who make a Legacy
Gift in our Diocese become members of the BishopsÕ
Legacy Fellowship. We now have 168 members from
41 different parishes who have felt the joy of gratitude
in Legacy Giving. For information about making a
Legacy Gift, visit the stewardship page at
www.diocesewma.org or contact John White,
Missioner for Legacy Stewardship, at
ejwhite@diocesewma.org or (860) 928-3705.
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Jesus was alive and at work
with the people gathered in Ana-
heim for General Convention in
July.  I found this to be the health-
iest and most mission-focused of
the five General Conventions I have
attended.

As always, worship was the
central unifying focus of each day.
Prayer was woven through all the
committee meetings and legislative
gatherings. The theme of the
Convention was Ubuntu, reflecting
the theme of Christ dwelling in us
and we in him.

GodÕs call to a mission way of
life was constantly expressed in our
worship and deliberations.  We
were reminded of our call to
respectful, relational evangelism.
We committed ourselves to starting
new churches across the country,
including a specific plan for reach-
ing Hispanic/Latino people God has
brought to live among us.  At the
same time we are called to work
for justice and peace in a violent
world, called to work and pray to
bring health to our threatened
ecology on this planet and called to
love our neighbors through support-
ing the Millennium Development
Goals both in our country (our
church includes dioceses in 16
nations) and around the world.

I was privileged to serve on the
Ecumenical and Inter-religious
Committee.  We presented resolu-
tions that were adopted, establishing
a Full Communion Agreement with
the Moravian Church in this coun-
try.  (There are not many
Moravians in New England, so we
are not likely to see the same fruits
in our Diocese that we have seen
through our Full Communion

Agreement with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.)  We
agreed to continue developing our
relationship with the United Meth-
odist Church and with the historic
African American Methodist
Churches.  While we will probably
never achieve Full Communion with
the Presbyterian Church, since we
differ so profoundly about the
matter of bishops, we did adopt
principles by which we can work
together in worship and mission. We
spent the most time working on a
statement that articulates the
foundation from which Episcopa-
lians will enter into dialog with other
religions.  This document outlines
what we believe as Episcopalians
and what we bring to our conversa-
tions and our common work with
people of other religions.  I believe
this will be an important document
for adult study groups in our
congregations.  It integrates the
evangelical, catholic and social
justice streams of theology and
practice that make up The Episco-
pal Church and opens the way for
mutually respectful conversation
and shared work for justice and
peace with people of other religions.

At this Convention, there were
delegations from the four dioceses
where the former bishop and many
of the congregations have left the
Episcopal Church, while others in
those dioceses have chosen to
remain as part of our Church.
There continues to be much pain in
those dioceses, yet there was also
much enthusiasm amongst the
people who are continuing as
members of our church.  All parties
in those dioceses need our prayers.

Recognizing the impact the

economic downturn has had on
congregations and dioceses, the
budget for our church was cut over
the next three years and the asking
from dioceses will be declining over
the next three years.  There was
deep concern for the 30 people who
will lose their jobs as a result of
these cuts.  There was also a
commitment to move forward in
mission, focusing more on the local
level.  We are inspired by the
example of our Anglican Commun-
ion partners who remind us that
money must not inhibit us from
moving forward in the mission to
which Christ calls us.

We continued our process of
reflection and discernment about
same-gender relationships in our
church.  What was different at this
Convention was the mutual respect
and engagement of conservatives,
moderates and progressives.
People spoke with clarity about
their convictions, listened with
respect to those with different
perspectives and all worked to
express as honestly as possible the
different convictions that make up
our church.  When bishops with
conservative convictions expressed
their minority position at the end of
the Convention, they also expressed
their appreciation for the respect
with which they were received in all
the deliberations.  The broad center
was strengthened in this Conven-
tion.  We have moved to a place
where The Episcopal Church is
again intentionally valuing the
conservative, moderate and pro-
gressive perspectives.  We are
recovering our vocation as a church

!"#$%&'#()*+*,-.(/%+0*+1"%+(2*&%,1
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Bishop Sarfo and his wife, Mary, from the Diocese
of Kumasi in Ghana were among the 30 interna-
tional visitors at General Convention. Bishop Hart
and his wife, Frances, from the Diocese of Liberia
were also present.
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of both/and instead of
either/or.

In this Diocese we will
continue our pastoral
response to married same-
gender couples by encour-
aging services of commit-
ment and Thanksgiving.
Since our churchÕs Constitu-

tion and Prayer Book stipulate that marriage is between
a man and a woman, and since the Anglican Commun-
ion has requested us to exercise restraint in moving
forward with Blessings, we will continue our practice of
not allowing Blessings in this Diocese.  Since a resolu-
tion of this Convention encouraged the development of
theological and liturgical documents around same-
gender relationships, I will appoint a committee to work
on this topic in the Diocese.

One sad note: During this Convention, Bishop Robert
Hatch, Fourth Bishop of Western Massachusetts,
pictured above, and the senior bishop in the Episcopal
Church, died at age 99. He was a Godly gentleman who
prayed for the Diocese daily.  We commended him to
GodÕs love and mercy at Convention.

General Convention
From Page 12

By Susan Howland, President, Episcopal
Church Women.

I am grateful for
the Expanding Circle
of Thankful People.
Our combined spring
mail-in United Thank
Offering was
$4,048.57, with 16
churches participat-
ing.

This year was the year to bring the United Thank
Offering to the General Convention. The Convention
worship space was filled with approximately 7,000
people for the Eucharist on Sunday, July 13.

During the service the United Thank Offering
was ingathered with representatives from every
diocese bringing their triennial offerings, which
totaled $6.7 million. Our Diocese of Western
Massachusetts UTO triennial offering was
$49,342.47.

During the Triennial Meeting we voted on 63
grants, totaling $2,065, and St. JohnÕs, Northampton,
received a $12,000 UTO grant to convert an existing
lavatory into a handicapped accessible lavatory.

Thank you to everyone who offered thankful
pennies.

For details on the Fall UTO ingathering watch
for electronic communication, and check the ECW
Web page at www.diocesewma.org.  Click on the
Episcopal Church Women tab on the right.

United Thank Offering News,
General Convention Ingathering

Please see other ECW news
on the next page.
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Eleanor ÒAndyÓ Parke was recognized as the ECWÕs
Woman of Honor.

By Susan Howland, President, Episcopal Church
Women.

Marylyn Berthelette and I represented all the women
of the Diocese at the Triennial Meeting of the Episcopal
Church Women (ECW) in Anaheim, Calif., in July.
Some of the highlights of this meeting were:
! The opening convention Eucharist at which Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori reminded us that the
heart of this ÒBodyÓ is mission, and she likened the
sound of the word ÒmissionÓ to the ÒwhooshingÓ sound
of a beating heart.
! Visits by many people who gave thanks for the
mission of the ECW including the president of the
House of Deputies, Bonnie Anderson; Bishops Jenkins
of New Orleans, Gray of Mississippi, Bruno of Los
Angeles, and the Dean of the Washington National
Cathedral; Hellen Wangusa of the Anglican UN
Observer; and Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan
Williams.
! Our keynote speakers, author Phyllis Tickle and
Bishop Steven Charleston.
! The United Thank Offering Ingathering.
! Educational workshops, thoughtful mediations,
nourishing worship and interesting public narrative
training.
! Hearing about social justice and action missions the
ECW supported this triennium, such as:  The Jericho
Road Housing Initiative, where over $75,000 has been
raised to build a house in New Orleans; the Woman to
Woman Program, where grassroots needs are identified
by local women and made possible with  ECW grant
money; a poultry farm in the diocese of Liu, Sudan;
sewing machines to the Bethlehem Training Center in
Southern Sudan; ÒBlanketing Navajoland,Ó providing
sewing machines; and funding for a Community Arts
Collaborative in Haiti.  The Triennial Meeting chose
Project Dignity, an organization addressing the needs of
homeless families and children living in motels for the
Òlocal community connection gift.Ó Our Diocesan ECW
contributed to all these mission projects, including
financial help to bring triennial delegates who could not
otherwise afford to attend.

See the ECW Web page for a full report at
www.diocesewma.org. Click on the ECW tab on the
right.

At the 46th Triennial Meeting of the Episcopal
Church Women held in Anaheim, Calif., in July, Eleanor
ÒAndyÓ Parke received recognition at a special event of
the Triennial Meeting. Her biography and photograph
was included in the printed Honored Women Booklet of
2009.

Because she did not attend the Triennial, a special
presentation was made at Christ Church Cathedral,
Springfield, on July 26.  Marylyn Berthelette, who had
accepted the honor on AndyÕs behalf, presented her with
the Award Certificate and Booklet.

Active in serving her community, her church and her
Diocese for over  65 years, Andy has served as a leader
in youth events, including as secretary of the National
Youth Convention of the Episcopal Church in San
Francisco in 1949.

For the past 15 years she has served on the Diocesan
Scholarship Committee. She held many other roles,
among them serving on the Christ Church Cathedral
Altar Guild since 1955, as co-director since 1999, and
she was a founding member of BishopÕs Chapter,
Daughters of the King.

Andy is a retired elementary school teacher. Faithful
Christian service has been AndyÕs motto throughout her
life. She has been an active servant leader when called.

Woman of Honor
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Alleluia Fund 2009:
a Ôjourney in faithÕ

Thanks to the generosity of the
donors to the Alleluia Fund 2009,
the grand total as of May 31 was
$13,217.

 Together, the journey in faith
and mission has been continued by
those who have provided support
for the start-up of a new congrega-
tion in Southwick. Once again in
2009, a tithe of our Alleluia Fund
will be given to overseas projects.
The Diocese will assist in establish-
ing a relationship in the Diocese of
Kumasi in Ghana and rebuilding the
Episcopal Church in Liberia that
suffered as the nation went through
a bloody civil war.

As the Alleluia Fund continues
to grow, consider being as generous
as you are able. Gifts can still be
mailed to Diocesan House at 37
Chestnut St., Springfield, MA 01103,
or they can be made on line at
www.diocesewma.org.

Anniversary for
Church Without Walls

The Church Without Walls
celebrated its first Eucharist in
Downtown Springfield two years
ago, on Sept. 9, 2007. In these last
two years, CWW has grown into a
living and loving community that is
centered in the Good News of
Christ Jesus. Currently, CWW
meets at Stearns Square, and the
weekly community has grown to
25-35 members.

Each week, the group comes
together in fellowship, to worship
God and to eat lunch with one
another. The Spirit has blessed us,
and I am truly humbled by the love

and support we have received from
all of you during this time.  If it is
GodÕs will, I hope and pray for this
ministryÕs continued work.

 Thank all of you for all the love
and support.  May God bless and
keep you all in the years to come as
we walk together in Christ.

- The Rev. John
Jeffrey Purchal,

Chaplain to the Church

A new calling for
the Rev. Chris Carlisle

The Rev. Chris Carlisle is in the
midst of a new call - to provide
ministry in higher education and
campus ministry resources for
congregations across the Diocese.

Chris will have an office at St.
JohnÕs, Northampton, and be
involved with student and campus
events at St. JohnÕs, which is
adjacent to the Smith College
campus, as well as a student
ministry at Grace, Amherst, adja-
cent to other of the Five Colleges,
such as Amherst and Hampshire
Colleges and the University of
Massachusetts.

Chris and the emerging Board
for Ministry in Higher Education
have developed goals for 2010,
which those in the Diocese will be
hearing more about in the weeks
ahead and at Diocesan Convention.

License to Lead: Mission Accepted

Confirmation
Presentation

Composer/conductor
Clifton J. ÒJerryÓ Noble Jr.,
left, presents Bishop Gordon
G. Scruton with an original
composition of new settings
for the Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis, which were dedi-
cated to the bishop. These
arrangements were per-
formed for the first time at a
confirmation service at
Christ Church Cathedral this
summer. Also pictured, on
the right, is saxophonist
Lynn Klock of the University
of Massachusetts Faculty and
Grace Church, Amherst.

For those seeking to learn more and consider a lay role in the church, be
it preacher, Eucharistic minister, worship leader or catechist, there is a
special informational event scheduled for Nov. 7. ÒLicense to Lead: Mission
AcceptedÓ will be held at St. FrancisÕ, Holden, and registration closes Oct.
18.  For more information and the registration form, visit the Diocesan Web
site http://www.diocesewma.org/newsevents/license.html.
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For Diocesan calendar listings, visit www.diocesewma.org and click on ÒCalendar.Ó

In this issue of the Pastoral Staff you will find an
envelope enclosed in an effort to help defray the cost of
this Diocesan publication, which tells the stories of our
work together in Western Massachusetts.

The Diocese is no longer ÒbillingÓcongregations for
the cost based on the number of addresses provided, and
the seed money for the publication is no longer coming
out of congregation budgets. Rather, the Diocese is
asking readers directly to send in a check for a yearÕs

subscription. In 2009, we are anticipating five issues to be published.
Thank you for embracing this change, and please pass along this issue to a friend or neighbor with an article or

story they might find interesting. To send a story idea or a photo from an event in your parish, please e-mail the
editor, Janice Ripley Beetle, at beetlepress@charter.net.


