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Afternoon
Tunes, a
year-old
music
program is
thriving at

All Saints, Worcester,
funded in part by a Dioc-
esan grant.

Gene Bartley and Bishop Gordon
Scruton accept applause after
they performed together on
trombone at an appreciation
event for members of the
BishopsÕ Legacy Stewardship.
Pages 14-20. See the bishopÕs
column as well on Page 2 for
information on how Gene got the
bishop involved in playing his
trombone again.

Musical PassionMusical PassionMusical PassionMusical PassionMusical Passion

The Diocese no longer asks
parishes to support the cost of
producing and mailing Pastoral
Staff because of weakened
church economies. The hope
now is that readers will donate
$10 per year for the cost. The
benefit: learning through stories.

St.
MatthewÕs,
Worces-
ter,
works in
collabo-

ration to create affordable
housing for senior citizens in the
city.



The Pastoral Staff is the official
news publication of the Episcopal
Diocese of Western
Massachusetts,
37 Chestnut St.,
Springfield, MA, 01103-
1787,
(413) 737-4786.
Visit us on line at
www.diocesewma.org.
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The Rev. Christopher Carlisle,
Missioner for Ministry in Higher
Education
The Rev. Jennifer Gregg, Christian
Formation Missioner for the Berkshire
Corridor
Bruce Rockwell,
Assistant to the Bishop for Stewardship
The Rev. Scott Seabury, Christian
Formation Missioner for the Pioneer
Valley Corridor
E. John White,
Missioner for Legacy Stewardship
The Rev. Jill Williams, Christian
Formation Missioner for the Worcester
Corridor

The Pastoral Staff welcomes ideas,
comments and opinions and will
make space for appropriate items.
Photos and news items may be
submitted to the editor, Janice Beetle
Godleski, (413) 374-6239.
E-mail: beetlepress@charter.net.
Deadline for the next issue of the
Pastoral Staff is Sept. 3. It will be
distributed in mid-October.

3>%D;*<,C=?%H*"C,
Steven P.  Abdow,
Administration and Finance Officer
The Rt. Rev. Gordon P. Scruton,
Bishop of Western Massachusetts
The Rev. Canon Sarah Shofstall,
Canon to the Ordinary
The Ven. William H. Coyne,
Archdeacon
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Editorial assistance for this issue was
offered by Chrysta Wheeler, a senior
at Westfield State College.
.

Continued on Page 21

IÕve got a story to tell about a very inspiring
person in our Diocese.  I met him after a
service at our Cathedral soon after I became
bishop. I was introduced to Gene Bartley, a
warm and caring junior high music teacher in
Westfield, a professional trombone player, a
multitalented conductor and musician who has
played many kinds of music in many different
contexts.

I enjoyed our initial conversation, hearing
about his passion for music.  I mentioned that I used to play the
trombone back in high school and college days.  He immediately
invited me to join the Westfield Community Band he had just started,
so his former students, who now had children in his junior high band,
could have the opportunity to continue their enjoyment of making
music with a band.

I thanked him for his kind invitation but said I wouldnÕt have time,
now that I had the schedule of a bishop.  He said, ÒItÕs only six
rehearsals and a concert in the fall, then six rehearsals and a concert
in the spring.Ó  That sounded great, but I said that I seldom had open
evenings during the week.  He replied, ÒRehearsals are on Monday
nights.Ó  Monday was my day off, so perhaps I could make a
rehearsal that night.

So with the help of Gene and Rebecca, I got a trombone.  (We
had sold mine in Seminary, because we needed money, and I didnÕt
think IÕd ever play it again.)  What a gift Gene gave me on many
levels.  It was energizing to return to playing an instrument and
music that I had thoroughly enjoyed in my younger years.  Sharing in
a Community Band was life-giving, meeting new people as ÒGordon
the bone player,Ó not ÒGordon the bishop.Ó

What I never expected was the joy of watching Gene help weary
adults, many of whom had not played for years, re-discover the joy
of making music together.  He was compassionate, humorous,
encouraging, and he pushed us to give our best.  I saw the deep level
of connection and caring he had with so many people in the band,
people who came with many personal needs.  Gene is a Òpastoral
leaderÓ for a community of 75 people in the band, a church larger
than some of our congregations.  He hears their hurts and concerns,
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ItÕs not just a question of conquering a summit previously unknown, but of tracing, step
by step, a new pathway to it.

 - Gustav Mahler 
 

There have been a number of Summit gatherings happening across the Diocese over the
last year or so. Various congregations sent their leaders (clergy and lay) to local, regional meetings to
explore and investigate possibilities.

We believe these gatherings empower GodÕs People to embrace GodÕs Mission in new ways that are
collaborative and innovative. It gets each of us out of our congregational silo for a time of prayer and hope
together.

A number of the summit partners have undertaken some Missional experiments Ð joint worship ser-
vices, shared continuing education opportunities and the like. The North Worcester summit led to a joyous
Pentecost service in downtown Fitchburg at Christ Church. The Berkshire summit sponsored a steward-
ship day of training with Bruce Rockwell. The Springfield churches just gathered in June and the Worces-
ter wardens are gathering in September.

What is God up to in all these initiatives?  WeÕre looking at things like sustainability, Missional engage-
ment and finding our partners. Maybe God is inviting your congregation to be part of a summit Ð some-
thing new for the sake of the Gospel.

 

1"&'23"&"*45&6&*!7%(8/
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This is a line that I heard attributed to George Berkowitz, the founder of Legal Seafoods,
the famous Boston-based restaurant that is now 32 units strong. I relate to this concept as a
former restaurant operator, but also as someone who is committed to evangelism (increasing
membership) in the Episcopal churches this side of Route 495. I believe Berkowitz. Notice
the attention to detail in a busy, well-run restaurant compared to that ho-hum, tired, worn
place next door to it with lots of parking spots open. ItÕs not the only factor, but itÕs a major

one. The same principle applies to our churches.
Take a look with an objective eye, as if you are seeing your church for the first time. What does the

sign look like? How about the walk and steps leading to the front door? And the landscaping? Are there
floor mats in the entry way? Are they straight and intact? What does the bulletin board look like? The
bathrooms? What does a first time visitor see? How is the hospitality?

In the restaurant business, as in many retail establishments, companies use Òmystery shoppers.Ó
What if we ÒshoppedÓ each othersÕ churches and provided a written report on the experience. Attention
to detail is expected by people today and is a reliable indication of the quality of the experience that will
be provided. ItÕs an intention that I believe can have a big impact in giving people the chance to experi-
ence GodÕs saving grace in their lives.
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Two young people at All Saints, Worcester, learn the basics of violin.

By Elizabeth Butterworth, All
Saints, Worcester

Every Friday afternoon 10 high
school and college musicians come
to All Saints, Worcester, to teach
individual music lessons to 25
children from the neighborhood
around the church. The teachers, all
volunteers, come from a variety of
Worcester area schoolsÑHoly
Name High School, Worcester
Academy, Douglas High School,
Anna Maria College and Worcester
Polytechnic Institute.

Their students range in age from
6 to 15 and live in the neighborhood
around All Saints, which is loosely
bounded by Chandler Street, Park
Avenue, Elm Street and Main
Street. Their families have limited
income and financial resources and
thus would not have the means to
pay for instruments and private
music instructions. Families pay a
$10 start-up fee, but all the weekly
lessons are free and through the
program, the instruments, music,
stands, metronome/tuner and other
supplies are on loan.

The program is called Afternoon
Tunes, and it is a new initiative of
All Saints, working in partnership
with the Pakachoag Music School
of Greater Worcester. Parishioner
Elizabeth Butterworth founded the
program in the summer of 2009 and
is currently a co-director. The goal
of Afternoon Tunes is to provide
students with the instruments,
supplies and quality instruction
necessary for a positive music
education experience.

Support at home is one of the
keys to a music studentÕs success,
and Afternoon Tunes, therefore,

seeks to foster an appreciation for music in parents and guardians, as well
as students. Parents are strongly encouraged to attend as many lessons as
possible and act as ÒPractice Partners,Ó taking note of the teachersÕ instruc-
tions during the lessons; setting aside a time and space for practicing at
home and helping their children develop effective practicing techniques.

The idea for the program came to Elizabeth while she was volunteering
with the Fun and Fab Friday after school programs at All Saints. Many of
the students were interested in music, and when she sat at a piano with a
student one afternoon, about 10 other students crowded around, all putting
their hands on the keyboard at once. Elizabeth saw that they were enthusi-
astic, eager to learn and had the potential to develop real musical talent. She
developed the Afternoon Tunes program so that they could experience
music lessons.

Over the summer of 2009 Elizabeth worked with a leadership team to
develop the program. One of her first steps was to reach out to Pakachoag
Music School of Greater Worcester. PakachoagÕs director, Sarah
Smongeski, was excited to partner with Afternoon Tunes. She spread the
word about the program and its needs, recommended potential teachers and
recommended Pakachoag violin teacher, Sheila Reid, to work with the
program as a mentor to the Afternoon Tunes teachers.

Elizabeth also reached out to area high schools and colleges to recruit
teachers and leaders. She developed a five-person leadership team and a
faculty of 10 teachers, who teach piano, violin, flute, saxophone, clarinet,
guitar, drums and recorder. Afternoon Tunes is a learning experience for
teachers as well as for students. Sheila Reid works as the programÕs Music
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Education Coach. Before the
semester began, Sheila presented
an orientation for the teachers. She
observes two lessons each week
and meets with the teachers
afterwards for one-on-one feed-
back sessions.

Afternoon Tunes is supported
financially by the Worcester
Cultural Commission, the Greater
Worcester Community Foundation,
and Friends of Music and the Arts
at All Saints. The vast majority of
the programÕs instruments were
donated, both by individuals and by
area music stores. Robinson Music
Inc. in Westborough donated the
programÕs two !-sized violins and
also donated violin repairs. David
French Music, also in Westborough,
donated a clarinet, two flutes, a "-
sized violin, two metronome/tuners,
12 recorders and a variety of gently
used music books. Union Music in
Worcester donated over $600 in
store credit to Afternoon Tunes,
from an anonymous donation that
had been entrusted to Union to
allocate.

In September, once instruments
and sufficient funding were in place,
a few teachers performed for the
Fun and Fab Friday students to

advertise the program. Students
loved listening to the teachers play
classical musicÑone boy asked if
the piano teacher knew any
Beethoven, and another girl said
that she wanted to learn violin so
that she could also play Beethoven.
About 30 students signed up for
lessons the following week. The
program could only accommodate
20 students in individual lessons, so
Elizabeth decided to offer a group
recorder class to students on the
programÕs waiting list.

Students have embraced the
opportunity to take music lessons
with passion and enthusiasm. Last
Christmas, after only eight weeks of
lessons, four students performed
duets with their teachers for the
Fun and Fab Friday Christmas
Party. On May 29, every student
performed in a recital. The goal of
the recital was to teach students
about performance and audience
etiquette and, most importantly, to
give students, their families and
their teachers the chance to cel-
ebrate their achievements.

Currently, the Afternoon Tunes
leadership team is geared up for the
2010-2011 year. While some
teachers graduated and moved on

to college, all of the teachers who
are in the area are eager to con-
tinue teaching in the second year.
As enthusiasm for the program
spread, friends of current teachers
applied to volunteer with the
program, and the positions that
were left vacant by graduating
seniors have been filled. Everyone
is excited to carry the program into
its second year; and with the
support of a grant from the Dioc-
esan Congregational Development
Investment Team, Afternoon Tunes
continues to make beautiful music in
central Worcester.

Read about Bishop Gordon P.
ScrutonÕs love of music on Page
2. Photos of the bishop perform-
ing on his trombone also appear
on Page 14.

The faculty of Afternoon Tunes. Below, learning about drumming.
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By Rev. Jill Williams, Christian
Formation Mission for the
Worcester Corridor

For years IÕve heard parents
talk about the difficulty of getting
the family up and ready for a
Sunday morning church service. 
So, when I decided to take my 2-
week-old son, Jude, to church for
the first time I was anxious.  What
would I do if he cried through the
whole service? What if he got
hungry and needed to eat? What if
he ended up getting passed around
the whole congregation? 

Not to mention I was sleep
deprived, had no clothes that fit, and
oh, did I mention JudeÕs dad is the
priest of this parish, Trinity, Ware?
The only thing I knew for certain
was that in order for me to keep
feeding Jude (literally and figura-
tively) I needed to be fed by the
Eucharist.

So, off we went. I arrived at
Trinity Church on time (the first
miracle).  As I sat in the pew
waiting for service to begin I was
attended to by lovely smiling people
- Not overbearing but clearly willing
to help if I needed it.  I instantly
calmed down. 

Most new moms know that the
instant the baby enters the picture it
is as if you disappear but not at
Trinity.  People told me I looked
great and asked if they could help

The Rev. Jill Williams, in top
photo, with her first child, son
Jude. Above, with her husband,
The Rev. Andrew Williams,
priest of Trinity, Ware. Jill was
thrilled, upon taking Jude to
church for the first time, to find
the congregation welcoming of
her son - and his noisy ways.

me by preparing meals or even
vacuuming my house!  I was
astounded by their generosity.

Aside from this warm welcom-
ing attitude a few child-friendly
church norms made my transition to
motherhood so much easier.

Here is a list of my new mom
church miracles:

1.      At the beginning of the
service there was an announcement
that children are welcome in the
service and that means the noises
they bring too. What a relief!

2.     Because of this church norm,
there were tons of other kids and
babies.  And one family with a baby
made a point to sit with me so I
wouldnÕt be alone.

3.     There are quiet games and
toys in the back of the church for
toddlers and older children.  And,
for me and other new moms there
were rocking chairs.  I rocked Jude
the whole service and he was a
perfect angel!

I know most churches still want
babies in the nursery, but I wonder
if we canÕt learn something from
Trinity.  Sometimes what families
really need to get out in the morning
is a friendly face, a judgment-free
zone and a rocking chair.
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By The Rev. Scott Seabury,
Christian Formation Missioner,
Valley Corridor

Are you looking for a good
VBS curriculum for your summer
programming? Now is the time to
begin planning for your upcoming
Vacation Bible School and to
choose the all-important curricu-
lum.  So, whatÕs available for
2010?

 I evaluated 22 VBS programs
and would be happy to suggest a
VBS curriculum for your parish
based on what you are looking
for. 

Many Vacation Bible School
programs have Ògone green,Ó a
helpful move in the effort to
promote good stewardship of
planet Earth. 

In recent years, many publish-
ers have emphasized extensive
decorating plans for VBS selling
their products to make this process
possible.  This can greatly increase
the cost for the VBS program. 
Mission projects are still very much
a part of VBS programs with some
publishers promoting their own
projects, while many parishes
choosing to develop their own
mission projects. 

As healthy eating is a high
priority today, it is good to pay
attention to snack suggestions in
these programs. Music selections
also play a vital role in the VBS
program, so look for lively, catchy,
easy-to-learn music in the offer-

Christian Formation Missioners for the Diocese

ings. I recommend the following five VBS programs are recommended for
2010.  If you need more infomation, contact me, Jill or Jenny.
 
Baobab Blast: GodÕs Great Get-Together
Augsburg Fortress
1-800-328-4648, www.thevbsplace.org
Starter Kit: $79.99 (Super Starter Kit, $149.99, includes CDs)
 
Deep Sea Adventure: Exploring the Depth of JesusÕ Love
WordAction (Church of the Nazarene Press)
1-800-877-0700, www.vbs2010.com
Starter Kit:  $99.99
 
Egypt: JosephÕs Journey from Prison to Palace
Group Publishing
1-800-447-1070, www.group.com (click on Children tab)
Starter Kit:  $94.99
 
Hero Headquarters
Standard Publishing
1-800-543-1353, www.vacationbibleschool.com
Starter Kit:  $69.99
 
High Seas Expedition: Exploring the Mighty Love of God
Group Publishing
1-800-447-1070, http://highseas.group.com/default.aspx
Starter Kit:  $149.99         
 
 

The Rev. Scott Seabury, Valley Corridor
Seabs52@aol.com
 
The Rev. Jenny Gregg, Berkshire Corridor
jgregg@ststephenspittsfield.org
 
The Rev. Jill Williams, Worcester Corridor
jwilliams@diocesewma.org
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By Stephen F. Smith, St.
MatthewÕs, Worcester

 For some time in this ministry,
Father George Smith, my father,
former rector of St. MatthewÕs,
Worcester, and director of the
Worcester Age Center, became
acquainted intimately with the
problems of the aged, especially as
housing affected their lives. Using
his sabbatical leave to study housing
of the aged in England and Europe,
working with the South Worcester
Neighborhood Council and the
Worcester Housing Authority, he
became aware of the shortage of
senior citizen housing in Worcester.

During 1965, the former Bishop
Hatch requested a study of the
needs of the older persons in the
Diocese by the Ministry to Aging of
the Christian Social Relations of the
Executive Council. A completed
report in late 1965 recommended
that a 150-unit be built in Worcester,
emphasizing self direction, indepen-
dence and community meal sharing
of residents.

Under Father SmithÕs leadership
and vision, the nonprofit Worcester
Episcopal Housing Corporation
(WEHC) was formed with the
support of greater Worcester
parishes/missions, the assistance
and $50,000 of seed money from
the Diocese and the Department of
Housing and Urban Development of
the Federal government. The goal
was initially to build a 122-unit
housing facility for the elderly. As a
result of the CorporationÕs effort
and my fatherÕs dogged persever-
ance, the 156-unit apartment
facilities known as Canterbury
Towers was dedicated on June 3,

Matthew Wally, Executive
Director of the Worcester Com-
munity Housing Resources Inc.,
right, receives a check from
Stephen Smith, center, current
Secretary/Treasurer of the
Worcester Episcopal Housing
Corporation, with the Rev.
Kevin Bean, left.
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1972.
Because that community effort

gained glowing praise, a second,
300-unit apartment complex atop
Bell Hill in Worcester, known as
Seabury Heights, was dedicated.

In 1989, Father Smith resigned
his office as president of the
WEHC and died shortly thereafter.
For the next 20 years, the WEHC
existed in name only. Because of
inactivity and unbeknownst to
anyone, the Massachusetts Secre-
tary of State involuntarily revoked
the corporationÕs certificate in 1985.

In the early summer of 2009, I
received a 60-pound box of WEHC
documents from my brother in
Illinois. When examining these
documents, it became apparent that
the corporation had at one time
accumulated funds in a local bankÕs
money market account. Without any
ÒofficialÓ status, I was able to learn
that the Bank of America had sent

to the state TreasurerÕs Office for
Abandoned Property some $15,000.
Upon inquiry, I learned that not only
was there $15,000 to be re-claimed
in the WEHCÕs name, but what
there was also some additional
$27,489 in the WEHCÕs name from
disbursements made by National
Housing Partnership of the Federal
government.

By locating the three surviving
WEHCÕs board members, Elliott
Buell of All Saints, Worcester;
Donald Hall, formerly of St.
StephenÕs, Westborough; and Father
Donald Chamberlain of St. MarkÕs,
Worcester; the board was re-
established in October 2009, and the
corporation revived with the
Secretary of StateÕs Office for the
limited purposes of receiving the
abandoned monies.

In consultation with the Diocese,
the newly formed board agreed to
donate that $42,000-plus to a
community entity that supported and
developed affordable housing and
home ownership in Worcester. With
the assistance of the Rev. Kevin
Bean of All SaintÕs Church, the
Worcester Community Housing
Resources Inc. was identified as
the recipient. This money will be
placed in the Community Loan Fund
to meet ongoing community housing
needs and will be available in
perpetuity. When donations reach
$50,000, the Worcester Community
Housing Resources Inc. will receive
matching funds from area banks
and corporations. Thus, the gift of
$44,260 will help generate $100,000
for affordable housing in the City of
Worcester.

Indeed, Grace came full circle.
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By the Rev. Rich Simpson

The Saint and the Sultan: The
Crusades, Islam, and Francis of
AssisiÕs Mission of Peace.
by Paul Moses
Doubleday Religion, 302 pp.
Hardcover, $26.
____________________________________________________________

One of the ways that we honor
our favorite 13th-century Umbrian
friend each year is to bless our pets
on his Feast Day; St. FrancisÕ love
for Òall creatures of our God and
kingÓ is well known. Along with
stories of preaching to birds, one of
the more famous vignettes recorded
in The Little Flowers of St.
Francis is the encounter between
Francis and the wolf of Gubbio, a
town about 30 miles north of Assisi.

As you may recall, the wolf
terrorized the residents of Gubbio
by devouring both animals and
people. Francis goes out to Òtalk
some senseÓ into Brother Wolf and
to make a pact with him: Brother
Wolf agrees not to harm the people
of Gubbio, and in return Francis
promises Brother Wolf that the
people of Gubbio will feed him,
because ÒI know that whatever evil
you have been doing was done
because of the urge of hunger.Ó

In The Saint and the Sultan,
Paul Moses reminds his readers
that the story doesnÕt end there,
however. After Francis and Brother
Wolf affirm their agreement with a
Òshake,Ó Francis proceeds to the
city gates; there he lectures the
people of Gubbio and asks them to
do penance. But werenÕt the people

of Gubbio victims of a campaign of
terror, Moses asks? Why is Francis
asking them to repent when they did
nothing wrong; werenÕt they merely
victims? But Moses proposes that
the sin of the townspeople is the
failure to love their enemy: Òthey
knew the wolf was ferocious
because of his hunger; yet they did
nothing to slake it, to their own
detriment.Ó

Moses further suggests that the
story is an allegory that needs to be
read within its larger socio-political
context of the Crusades, and
Brother Wolf represents the hated
and feared Muslims of the east.
The deliberate political language of
a ÒpactÓ suggests that Francis was
seeking to free the world from self-
destruction Òby calling for repen-
tance and conversion.Ó It is with
this larger context in mind that
Moses turns his attention to FrancisÕ
journey to the Holy Land to meet
with Sultan Malik al-Kamil, inviting
the reader to see Francis as an
instrument of peace within that
specific time and place.

Moses, a professor of journalism
at Brooklyn College and the City
University of New York Graduate
School of Journalism, tells of how
he came to research and eventually
to write this book.

After the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks in lower Manhat-
tan, he was in search of some
spiritual reading and picked up The
Little Flowers of St. FrancisÉ
ÒThere I read a version of the story
of Francis and the sultan and was
struck at the added layer of mean-
ing it took on in the wake of the so-
called Ôclash  of civilizationsÕ

between the West and radical
Islam. My encounter with that book
ultimately led to this book, which is
both a journalistÕs investigation into
Francis, Malik al-Kamil, and the
Crusades and a reflection of what
the meeting of saint and sultan can
mean today.

Because Moses writes as a
journalist (and not as a theologian)
the book is a relatively easy read
that is not bogged down with
theological jargon. His approach is
to try to tell the story of this meeting
with new eyes, and I think he is
successful in so doing. He is not
fond of the image of Francis as Òthe
hippie saintÓ popularized in ÒBrother
Son, Sister Moon.Ó He wants to see
Francis as a man of his own
complex time and place. ÒThe story
of the sultan and the friar,Ó Moses
writes, Òlike any good story reso-
nates with various levels of meaning
rather than a single precise moral. It
doesnÕt so much prescribe a course
of conduct as suggest hope that he
right path can still be found.Ó

At the very least, it seems to me
that the challenge for Christians
who wish to emulate St. Francis is
that we are called to hope for peace
and reconciliation, and then to take
actions that build bridges of under-
standing to the Muslim world. Like
the people of Gubbio, perhaps that
begins with the commandment to
love our enemy and to practice
repentance, even in times when we
may feel like innocent victims of
unprovoked terror.
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By Terry Chapman, St. LukeÕs, Worcester

Since 1996 I have been pursuing a gifts ministry for
my fellow parishioners at St. LukeÕs, Worcester, and for
family, friends, colleagues and college fraternity brothers
throughout the U.S.  I have probably worked with at
least 200 persons during that time period.  Since 2005, I
have offered my ministry to individuals in the Diocese,
by meeting with them and by online assistance.  And I
also volunteer every Tuesday at the Worcester Public
Library, focusing on career questions and resume
writing assistance.

What is my gifts ministry?  Basically, I feel called to
help people with any and all career-related issues
including resume writing, interview skill development,
Òwhat should I do with the rest of my life questionsÓ and
identification of God-given gifts: special unique skills,
abilities, and attributes that each of us has been given by
God.

For one person, it may mean helping them re-write
their resume to obtain employment.  For another it could
mean reconsidering their gifts and exploring a new field
of employment, volunteer assignment or other use of
their skills.  Some need help in preparing for an inter-
view and others need help in simply identifying what
they really like to do and are good at doing.  When we
find out what we love to do, and it is also something we
do well, it releases tremendous energy and peace of
mind to pursue a unique career/life path!

Within the last year, I have helped health care
workers and managers; financial and management
professionals; distribution and warehouse workers; a
software engineer; a licensed pilot; and also a gifted
person who makes Native American dream catchers
and teaches others to make them as well at our Worces-
ter Senior Center.  He needed a resume for a city grant
to do his teaching, and I worked with him to present his
past work experience in a marketable resume. I recently
attended a Powwow (inter-tribal meeting and celebra-
tion) and found him trading his dream catchers, with a
wonderfully satisfied smile always on his face!

 If I can help any of you who read this article, please
contact me at chapmanphd@charter.net and I will
respond.

And remember: Your life is GodÕs gift to you; what
you do with it is your gift to God!
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By Janice Beetle Godleski, Editor

In May, my husband, Ed Godleski, was diag-
nosed with terminal lung cancer, and in the months
since, I admit I have had to look very hard for God.

I have been intentional in my search for him,
though, and I have found him in the kind acts of my
friends, in notes that arrive for us in the mail, in the
compassionate care Ed has received from doctors
and nurses and in the ways Ed and I have been able
to make new memories that I will cherish Ð such as
surprising him by changing my last name.

And, as always, while editing Pastoral Staff, I
find God in the people and the mission that goes on
around the Diocese. I have long said that being the
first person to read Pastoral Staff is a gift. I hope
others have the same sense as one of our roughly
7,500 readers.

Last year, the Diocese decided that because of
the poor economy, it would no longer ask churches
to cover the cost of producing Pastoral Staff for its
parishioners. Now, individuals are being asked to
send in a $10-per-household donation to cover the
cost. In October, you will read more about this and
the issue will hold a giving envelope for this purpose.
I hope that many readers will be inspired to support
the magazine.

Through the pages of Pastoral Staff, members
of the Diocese read about mission and service Ð and
struggles Ð going on in other parishes. There is a
sense of fellowship that Pastoral Staff provides its
readers.

Take a moment as you read this issue to think
about the gifts that you and your parish have to
offer and how you could bring them to life on the
pages of this publication. Look for God in its pages
as well, because we all know that life is difficult. It
brings challenges that sometimes seem insurmount-
able, so we need help finding God in the work of
others.

Donations can be mailed to Diocesan House at
37 Chestnut St., Springfield, MA, 01103-1787.
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By Gemme Kite, St. StephenÕs,
Westborough, and a current
Peace Corps volunteer in Mali.

It was like any typical Christmas
pageant. Children were late to
rehearsals. Stage fright forced our
Mary to shepherding.  The sheep
forgot to bleat on cue. There were
colorful costumes and props. There
was an attentive audience and a
video recorder to capture the
action. There was even a mother
mouthing the lines to her shy
daughter.

Unlike most traditional Christ-
mas Eve pageants, ours was held
outside with live sheep, goats,
chickens and a donkey. The grass
thatched roof of the hut behind our
stage gave the appearance of a
manger. It was approximately 90
degrees in the blazing sun that
Christmas morning. There were a
total of 11 children participants. And
this was their first-ever Christmas
pageant, which I helped bring to
them, my friends in Mali.

For me, Christmas has always
been something more than just the
birth of Jesus. Roasted turkey
dinner and homemade cranberry
sauce, Christmas carols ringing
from the radio all day long, white
snow outside, warm fire inside,
exchanging stories and settling
down to a Christmas movie and
delicious chocolates at night. In
Mali, over 4,000 miles away last
Christmas, I anxiously traded in
most of my American holiday
traditions and gave in to the basics.
But one tradition simply could not
be left behind this year, the Christ-
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mas pageant.
My mom, the organizer of the

Christmas Eve pageant at St.
StephenÕs, Westborough, for as long
as I can remember, was delighted to
find out that the children of Konza
would be putting on their first
Christmas pageant. She volunteered
to send an airplane full of costumes
and props.

Of course they had heard the
Christmas story every year, and
sang Christmas songs to celebrate
JesusÕ birth. To them, Christmas is
one of two special times of celebra-
tion during the year, separate from
the Islamic holidays (Tabaski and
the Feast of Ramadan). Women
prepare by decorating their feet
with traditional henna and braiding
their hair in matching designs.
Perhaps new fabrics are bought and
tailored, and money is saved to
slaughter an animal for the dinner. 
Generally, the day is spent relaxing
and rejoicing in the Lord with one
another, singing songs, drinking tea,
and finding cool shade.

For the most part, we used local
materials for pageant costumes.
The sheep and goats made enough
background noise to counter the
sheep-childrenÕs lack of voice. Not
finding a real newborn baby, we
improvised and used a stuffed
animal pig as baby Jesus. The script
was written and performed in
Bambara, and each child boasted at
least one line. The children were
able to spread the word of God to
non-Christians present for the
service. In every way, it was a most
unique and successful pageant. I
got to hold onto one my favorite

Christmas traditions and passed it
along to new friends. Perhaps this
will be the start of a new tradition
for Konza eglise.

Spending two years in Mali, for
me, has been more learning from
than teaching my fellow Malians.
Believe it or not, I have been most
fortunate to have lived in a mud
brick house speaking a language I
hardly understood until my first year
in, eating food I have never tasted
and adhering to customs and culture
that sometimes are just unexplain-
able. 

I am writing this to tell you that
we must not forget the simplicity,
the basics, in all of the celebration.
And this doesnÕt just apply to our
Christian holidays, but with our
everyday life.  In Mali, where there
are few material distractions, people
celebrate with each other sans
fluff.  ItÕs hard to get wrapped up in
much else, because there isnÕt
much else than the day-to-day
struggle to farm enough food and
make enough money to buy the
essentials.

Through all my experiences in
Mali, what I most hope to retain is
the joy in living each day. Often
finding myself with nothing to do in
the village for hours, exchanging a
greeting, playing ball with children,
even spending hours cooking a meal
to share with others gave me
something to be thankful for.
Because one day, I am terrified I
will wake up under my plush down
comforter amidst my other Ameri-
can comforts to the sound of a
blaring alarm instead of a cockerel,
and think it was all a dream.
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Plans are now in the works for
those in the Diocese of Western
Massachusetts to take a mission trip
to the Dominican Republic and Haiti
during the summer of 2011. The
following offers some information
on the trip.
Basic plans for the mission:

A team of 16 will travel to
Jimani, Dominican Republic, a
community located on the border
with Haiti. The team will stay at a
Diocese of the Dominican Republic
(DR) conference center currently
under construction and lead Vaca-
tion Bible School (VBS) with local
Dominican Episcopalians for 100-
400 children for one week teaching
Biblical stories and the Christian
faith. Many of these local children
will be Haitian immigrants.

In addition to a VBS, team
members will participate in a
building/repair project to be deter-
mined in the Diocese of Haiti(in the
Croix des Bouquets area) to help
that diocese and country recover
from the disastrous earthquake of
Jan. 12.

This trip will be co-led by the
Very Rev. Jim Munroe, Christ
Church Cathedral and The Rev.
Peter Swarr, St. MarkÕs, East
Longmeadow.
Basic Information:

Length of trip: 10 days includ-
ing travel.

Possible time frame: June 24-
July 3, 2011 (these dates may well
change based on team member
availability, airfare and logistics on
the Island of Hispanola).

Age Requirements: Entering
high school students and older (we
hope to have a multi-generational

team).
Number of Team Members: 10-

16 (this size leads to optimal team
building and a greater ease of
transportation once we are on the
ground in the DR).

Cost: We are asking participants
to pay for their airfare, entrance
visa ($20), ground transportation,
and personal shopping (gifts, etc.).
This cost should be around $700
dollars (based on $450 for airfare,
$170 for ground transit, $20 for visa,
and $60 for personal spending).
Please understand that this cost is
dependant on airfare. We also want
to make it clear that inability to pay
for this cost does NOT disqualify
people from participation. The
Diocese has granted $2,500 dollars

The Rev. Peter Swarr, above, and
the Very Rev. Jim Munroe will
co-lead the trip to the Domini-
can Republic and Haiti.

to help create scholarships for
people who are unable to pay.

Team Commitment: Regular and
consistent participation in every-
other month planning and team
meetings. This will include cultural
education, missional training,
fundraising, prayer, worship, and
planning.

Prayer and Worship: Commit-
ment to actively participate in the
worship life of your local congrega-
tion and intentionally pray for the
people of Haiti, the DR and mission
team members. Keeping a journal is
also highly recommended.

Spread the News: Write a
letter/email to send to friends,
family, and fellow parishioners to
tell them about this mission and ask
for their prayers and support,
financial or otherwise.

Apply today for this trip as
space is limited! Applications are
available by contacting Peter Swarr
at rector@stmarksma.org or 413-
525-6341.

The next planning meeting will
be held Aug. 29 at 5 p.m. at
Christ Church Cathedral.

To learn more about the Diocese
of the Dominican Republic please
check out http://
episcopaldominican.org/intro-
page.html

To learn about the Diocese of
Haiti please check out http://
www.egliseepiscopaledhaiti.org/
(Be advised, this website is nearly
entirely in French.)
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Donna Sroka of St. Paul’s,
Holyoke took these photographs
while at the Episcopal Relief and
Development Network Coordi-
nators meeting in Belize. Above
are two of the tour guides she
met, and below, the cathedral in
Belize.

Donna is visiting parishes this
summer to talk about what she
learned about ERD work
through the experience. If you’d
like more information or would
like to have Donna visit your
church, contact her at
donnasroka@comcast.net.

By Donna Sroka, St. PaulÕs
Holyoke

I have returned from the Episco-
pal Relief and Development Net-
work Coordinators meeting held in
Belize in early summer.  This was
the first time this annual meeting
was held out of the United States.
One of the goals of this meeting
was to give the coordinators a
personal experience on what the
work of the Episcopal Relief and
Development Network accom-
plishes.  As valuable as the Internet
and slide shows are there is nothing
like sitting, eating, working and
worshipping with the people we are
working with.  I am making summer
visits to several churches in our
Diocese to share what I have
learned and to network with those
interested in helping spread the
word and work of what we can do
to make the most difference in
helping heal our hurting world.

I learned much from the people
of Belize and the resource of the
local dioceses.  The valuable
advantage that the church has in
effective support is the church
continues to stay after other relief
agencies are gone.  The people of
the congregation know the re-
sources and what is needed to
prioritize where the help will be the
most fruitful.  I visited a  school that
was teaching AIDs and HIV
prevention to students who were
between the ages of 6 and 12 and
were deaf.  I was impressed with
the quality of the education curricu-
lum and the teacher who was the
best expressive sign language
instructor I have ever met.   I also
visited several owners of small

M".)*$*+,H)'A,N!;
businesses that had received micro
loans from an organization that
manages the repayment plans and
helps these businesses grow.  One
was a farm that produced organic
vegetables with an ingenious
method of screen tents to keep out
the insects.  The woman who ran
the farm won an award and was
given a small solar panel to run a
generator allowing her and her
family to be able to drink cold
water.  No electricity in her area
and the extreme heat made this an
attainable luxury.  Another man who
lost his wife made his living as a
wood carver so he could stay home
with his six children with the micro
loan program for tools and wood.

It was only the beginning of the
rainy season and I wondered how
many of the bumpy low-lying roads
would be impassable in the next
few weeks.  Houses were raised on
stilts to accommodate the rising
water.  While we were there,
Tropical Storm Agatha missed us
but hit nearby, affecting Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador.  Agatha
brought up to 3 feet of rainfall in
many regions, causing deadly
mudslides that engulfed homes in
towns and cities. In Guatemala City,
the downpour led to the appearance
of a 200-foot-deep crater that
swallowed a three-story building.  A
volcano erupted south of Guatemala
City resulting in ash that blocked
drainage and increased the flooding.

ERD is working closely with the
Episcopal Diocese of Guatemala to
reach those most impacted. Please
join me in learning how you too can
help. I will be happy to come to
your parish and speak. Email me at
donnasroka@comcast.net or visit
www.ER-D.org to learn more.



2=G,%(I%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%2=C>*0=#%4>=@@

B'*&")3,<.%3")%,'H ,34",E$%4'2%8,M"+.&5
>3"1.)#%4$2,922)"&$.3$'*,;$**")

Q;CA*:CR%8,G=<$ &'('

Above, the Bishop singing “Just a
Closer Walk With Thee.”  At
right, the Bishop and Gene
Bartley play their trombones to
the tune of “When the Saints Go
Marchin’ In” to close the pro-
gram.

The story on the left-hand side
of Page 15 was written by E.
John White, missioner of Legacy
Stewardship.
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Sitting in our beautiful Cathedral
some of us wondered why there
were two trombones on either side
of Gene BartleyÕs keyboard. Gene,
an accomplished musician, conduc-
tor and entertainer, gave us a
delightful concert of jazz with
historical commentary at AprilÕs
BishopsÕ Legacy Stewardship
Appreciation Dinner. Gene sang
some of the old favorites from
Hoagy Carmichael, Frank Sinatra
and Duke Ellington.

We read that Gene for years
performed as a trombonist for back-
up bands for such stars as
Englebert Humperdink, Robert
Goulet, Lou Rawls and the Four
Tops!  But, why were there two
trombones set up? It became clear,
when Gene invited our Bishop to
sing ÒJust a Closer Walk With
TheeÓ for us with his majestic, clear
voice. And then, our Bishop picked
up his trombone, and he and Gene
played a duet of ÒWhen the Saints
Go MarchinÕ InÓ to resounding
cheers and applause. What a
memorable event. (Read the
bishopÕs column on Page 2 to learn
more.) Clearly the highlight of the
evening concert and dinner was the
bishopÕs surprise performance.

After the concert, the bishop
spoke about giving highlights of
some very exciting ÒhappeningsÓ in
our Diocese.

Even though we are in the midst
of a lengthy recession, we are
pleased to see many people in our
Diocese making legacy gifts! To
date we have 195 members of the
BishopsÕ Legacy Fellowship from
42 parishes throughout our Diocese.

Appreciation Concert
Brings Great Surprise

By Bruce Rockwell, assistant to the bishop for stewardship

     Some years ago I came upon this piece written by Bruce Barton.
IÕve used it many times because I believe it offers us, in very moving
terms, a vision for our journey as baptized persons.
     ÒThere are two inland seas in the Holy Land. One is fresh, and fish
live in its waters.  Splashes of green adorn its banks. Trees spread their
branches over it and stretch out their roots to sip of its healing water.
Birds nest in the trees. Along its shores the children play.
     The River Jordan makes this sea with sparkling water from the hills.
So it laughs in the sunshine. And people build their houses near it, and
birds make their nests, and every kind of life is happier because it is
there.
     The River Jordan flows on south into another sea. Here there is no
splash of fish, no fluttering leaf, no song of birds, no childrenÕsÕ laughter.
No towns are found on its shores, which are rocky and hard. Travelers
choose another route unless on urgent business. The air hangs heavy
about its waters, and neither humankind nor beast nor fowl will drink. It
is a desolate place. What makes this difference in these neighbor seas?
Not the River Jordan. Not the soil in which they lie; nor the country
round about.
     This is the difference. The Sea of Galilee receives but does not keep
the River Jordan. It gives from what it receives so that life may abound.
For every drop that flows into it, another flows out. The giving and
receiving go on in equal measure. The other sea is shrewder, hoarding
its income jealously. It will not be tempted into any generous impulse. It
swallows up and keeps every drop of the Jordan that it receives.  The
Sea of Galilee gives and lives. The other sea gives nothing. It is named
the Dead Sea.Ó
     Barton, concluded: ÒThere are two kinds of people in the world.
There are two seas in the Holy Land.Ó
     My own belief is that there are as many kinds of people in the world
as there are people in the world. But I think this piece points out our
journey as baptized people, as stewards of creation and of the Good
News of God in Christ. We often begin our journey as ÒDead Sea
people,Ó but we are called to be ÒSea of Galilee people.Ó Being created
in the image of God, we are created to be generous, as God is gener-
ous. We are called to be ÒSea of Galilee People.Ó

6>".,'H ,C.:$:"",-"'2:"8

Anyone who makes a legacy gift to any Episcopal entity for any amount
automatically becomes a member of the BishopsÕ Legacy Fellowship.

This Fellowship has become a very important way to carry out the
ministry of legacy giving in our Diocese. For more information, contact John
White, missioner for Legacy Stewardship, at (860) 928-3705 and
ejwhite@diocesewma.org.
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Douglas W. Adler
Grace, Amherst

Revs. Hannah and Robert Anderson
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Mrs. R. Bruce Andrews
St. PaulÕs, Stockbridge

The Rev. Noel A. Bailey
Lisbon, NH

Karen Banta
St. JohnÕs, Northampton

Sue and David Barnard
St. MichaelÕs, Worcester

Ruth M. Barton
St. JohnÕs, Northampton

Robert H. Bascom
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Rene and Laurie Beauchemin
All SaintsÕ, South Hadley

The Rt. Rev. Mark Beckwith and Marilyn Olson
Newark, NJ

Marcia D. Bellermann
Christ Church, Fitchburg

Pia G. Bellinger
Christ Church, Sheffield

The Rev. Richard and Mrs. Danielle Bellows
Atonement, Westfield

Marilyn Berthelette
St. JamesÕ, Greenfield

Grant Bond
Southwick Community Church

The Rev. Canon Stephen P. Booth
Trinity, Lenox

The Rev. Barbara Briggs
Manchester, CT

The Rev. Paul Briggs
Manchester, CT

Frances Brunell
Christ Church  Cathedral

Elliott and Doris Buell
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

Constance G. Bullard
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Glen Campbell
Nativity, Northboro

John H. Campbell
Holy Trinity, Southbridge

Mary Louise S. Carey
Epiphany, Wilbraham

Alice S. Carr
St. Francis, Holden

John and Lee Cheek
St. JamesÕ, Great Barrington

Gordon Clem
Trinity, Lenox

Nancy S. Cobden
St. JamesÕ, Great Barrington
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Jessie M. Cole
St. PhilipÕs, Easthampton

Reggie and Linda Cooper
Trinity, Lenox

The Rev. Peter Courtney
St. MarkÕs, E. Longmeadow

The Rev. Leonard and Mrs. Hallie Cowan
Nativity, Northboro

Claire Cox
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

The Rev. Susan and Mr. Stuart Crampton
St. JohnÕs, Williamstown

Susan Duncan Dana
Trinity, Lenox

George Darey
Trinity, Lenox

Inga Dean
Trinity, Lenox

The Rev. Dallas and Mrs. Cynthia Decker
Church of Reconciliation, Webster

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Dolby
St. JamesÕ, Great Barrington

Janith F. Dorsey
St. Francis, Holden

Thomas K. Doyle, Sr.
St. JamesÕ, Great Barrington

The Rev. J. Bruce and Ruth K. Duncan
St. JohnÕs, North Adams

Utako S. Dwyer
Christ Church Cathedral

The Rev. William D. Dwyer
St. PeterÕs, Springfield

Prudence Dyer
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Kent W. Faerber
Grace, Amherst

John H. and Priscilla H.  Farquharson
St. MarkÕs, East Longmeadow

Mary G. Fern
St. PaulÕs, Gardner

David C. Finch
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

Eve Forbes
St. JohnÕs, Northampton

Dr. Betty L. Forest
St. MichaelÕs, Worcester

Ruth C. Giard*
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

James and Virginia Giddens
Trinity, Lenox

Janice Beetle Godleski
St. JohnÕs, Northampton

Todd and The Rev. Laura Goodwin
St. AndrewÕs, North Grafton

Patricia D. Gulachenski
St. JohnÕs, Worcester

Allan and Jean Hallett
St. MarkÕs, Leominster

Robert Harris and Thomas Kreek
St. JohnÕs, Ashfield

Matthew and Heather Heim
Trinity, Lenox

The Rev. Frances Ann Hills
St. JamesÕ, Great Barrington
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Arthur Hines
St. PaulÕs, Gardner

Achsah E. Hinckley*
Holy Trinity, Southbridge

The Rev. Rob Hirschfeld and Mrs. Polly Ingraham
Grace, Amherst

Joyce Hokans
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

The Rev. Raymond and Mrs. Beverly Ann Howe
Cary, NC

Wallace H. Janes*
Christ Church Cathedral

Richard S. Jackson
Trinity, Lenox

Arthur and Janet Jones
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

Mick and Barbara Kalber
Holy Trinity, Southbridge

Alice M. Kells
St. JamesÕ, Greenfield

Karolyn A. Kemp
St. JamesÕ, Greenfield

Jeff and Emily Kitross
Trinity, Lenox

Gladys King
St. MarkÕs, Adams

The Revs. Perry and Donna Kingman
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

Joan F. Kurber
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Beverly Lavallee
Holy Trinity, Southbridge

Mary Lou Lavallee
Brunswick, ME

Susan LeBourdais
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Mark and Deborah Leonas
Grace, Amherst

Stephen and Joyce Lewis
Epiphany, Wilbraham

Crawford and Ann Lincoln
Christ Church Cathedral

Patricia Linscott
St. MarkÕs, Adams

Mrs. Richard Marcure
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Debbie Mathews Finch
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

Bob and Daphne McGill
St. JohnÕs, Williamstown

Margo E. McMahon
Grace, Amherst

David C. Melrose
St. MarkÕs, East Longmeadow

The Rev. Canon A. Pierce Middleton*
Sykesville, Md.

John Arthur and Trudy Miller
Christ Church, Sheffield

Marnie Miller
Trinity, Lenox

Bill and Paula Morey
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

The Rev. Eliot Moss
St. JohnÕs, Ashfield
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The Very Rev. James Munroe
Christ Church Cathedral

The Rev. William M. Murray
Trinity, Milford

Ben and Dolores Neely
All SaintsÕ, Worcester

Lois Lyon Neuman
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Ed and Susan Olbon
Christ Church Cathedral

Frank S. Palano*
St. MarkÕs, Adams

Jean C. Palano
St. MarkÕs, Adams

The Rev. John H. and Mrs. Eleanor A. Parke
Christ Church Cathedral

Frederick Peters
Trinity, Lenox

Stephen Peters
Trinity, Lenox

Ronald C. Perera
St. JohnÕs, Northampton

Wendy Philbrick
Trinity, Lenox

Samuel C. Pickens
All Saints, Worcester

Robert J. Pollard*
St. PhilipÕs, Easthampton

Don and Molly Robinson
St. JohnÕs, Northampton

The Rev. Cristine and Mr. Bruce Rockwell
St. MarkÕs, East Longmeadow

Jeanette S. Roosevelt
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield

Jon and Gayle Ruscotti
Trinity, Milford

The Rev. Anne E. Ryder
Christ Church, Sheffield

Joyce and Ralph Safford
Newport News, VA

Robert K. Sawyer, Jr.
Christ Church Cathedral

William M. Scaife
St. JohnÕs, Northampton

The Rt. Rev. Gordon and Mrs. Rebecca Scruton
Christ Church Cathedral

Bob and Marjorie Shaw
St. MarkÕs, East Longmeadow

The Rev. Canon Sarah Shofstall
St. DavidÕs, Agawam

Richard T. Shotwell
St. JohnÕs, Williamstown

Laurel Stewart
Christ Church Cathedral

Gail Street
Trinity, Lenox

The Rev. Nancy Baillie Strong
St. MatthewÕs, Worcester

Richard Storrs
All Saints, Leominster

Diana Sullivan
All Saints, Worcester

The Rev. Noreen Suriner
All SaintsÕ, South Hadley
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Linda Taupier
St. MarkÕs, East Longmeadow

Olaf J. Thorp
St. JohnÕs, Ashfield

Thomas Tomasian and Carolyn J. Smith
St. Francis, Holden

The Rev. Donna J. Trebilcox
St. GeorgeÕs, Lee

Mary E. Tuttle
All SaintsÕ, South Hadley

John Veague
Trinity, Lenox

The Rev. Mary Vidmar
Christ Memorial, N. Brookfield

Marion B. Waleryszak
Christ Church Cathedral

Robert and Claudia Wells
Trinity, Lenox

The Rev. Kathryn and Mr. John White
St. JohnÕs, Sutton

Steve and Clare White
St. Francis, Holden

Russell S. Williams
St. JohnÕs, Ashfield

Tom and Ann Williams
St. MarkÕs, East Longmeadow

Reynolds Winslow
Grace, Amherst

Eleven additional donors who wish to
remain anonymous are from:
Christ Church Cathedral
Epiphany, Wilbraham
Good Shepherd, Clinton
Grace, Amherst
St. AndrewÕs, Longmeadow
St. DavidÕs, Agawam
St. JohnÕs, Northampton
St. PaulÕs, Stockbridge
Trinity, Lenox

*deceased

Please note:
The parishes to which people belonged at the
time they became members of the BishopsÕ
Legacy Fellowship are listed unless otherwise
requested. Please feel free to request changes
any time. A legacy gift to any Episcopal entity,
your congregation, the Diocese, an Episcopal
seminary, Episcopal Relief and Development, etc
qualifies you for membership, no matter the
amount.
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BLESSINGS
From Page 2

One of several prayer shawls
that can be viewed on the PS4FS
Web site, which Cozette
Haggerty, below, created.
Cozette is the bishop’s new
executive assistant.

encourages them through phone
calls, emails and personal conversa-
tions.  Quietly, behind the scenes, he
brings the anonymous caring of
Christ, to each person and to the
whole group.

When Gene retired from teach-
ing, I had the joy of hearing stories
from many former students about
the positive difference he made in
their attitude and approach to life as
well as in their musicianship.  IÕve
been to restaurants and concerts
where Gene has played and seen
the impact his gentle, caring words
and inspiring music have on the
lives of his stressed and weary
listeners.

I wouldnÕt have the joy of
playing the trombone again, without
the encouragement of my friend
Gene.  Through Gene, I have
caught a glimpse of how a follower
of Jesus has made and continues to
make significant contributions to
others through his daily life and with
his gift of music and caring leader-
ship.

I wonder, what opportunities is
God giving you, to make a positive
difference in the lives of other
people through your work and in the
community where you live?

See Page 14 for photos of Gene
and the bishop playing trombone
together.

Cozette S. Haggerty, the new
executive assistant to Bishop
Gordon Scruton, says it is with
great pleasure that she undertakes
this journey with the bishop, the
Episcopal Diocese of Western
Massachusetts and the ChurchÕs
greater community! 

ÒI look forward to meeting
many of you,Ó Cozette says.

CozetteÕs background includes
having worked for the past nine
years as an executive assistant to
the Head of the School at The
MacDuffie School in Springfield. 
Her husband, Joe, and she enjoy
bicycling in the summer (espe-
cially on Cape Cod!) and skiing in
the winter. 

In her spare time, she enjoys
reading a good book and when out
and about, identifying birds and
their calls. 

ÒMy knitting habit lured me
onto its own journey as I am the
founder and leader of a nation-
wide, Internet-based prayer shawl
ministry titled Prayer Shawls 4
Fallen Soldiers (PS4FS), encom-
passing over 250 groups of
knitters and crocheters from all
over the country,Ó she says.
ÒSince October 2007, we have
delivered more than 3,700 prayer
shawls to comfort our grieving
military families.

  You are welcome to visit the
Web site and read many of the
heartwarming stories that have
come out of this ministry. Do an
Internet search for ÒPrayer
Shawls 4 Fallen SoldiersÓ to view
the site.

 

BishopÕs new executive assistant has passion
in prayer shawl ministry
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Donations for the cost of Pastoral Staff are being accepted this year. The cost per household per year is $10.
Gifts can be mailed to Diocesan House at 37 Chestnut St., Springfield, MA, 01103-1787.

You can also make a donation using an envelope that will be inserted in October 2010 issue.
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By Jessica Gray, an intern who
assited the editor of Pastoral
Staff in Spring 2010

The general
consensus after
a recent Safe
Church Training
at St. PaulÕs,
Holyoke, was
that the work-
shop was an
eye-opening
success.  With a

group of about 20 participants, the
workshop led by the Rev. Canon
Sarah Shofstall, in photo insert, dealt
with a broad range of topics and
addressed many public and private
concerns through the participantsÕ
questions and comments.

Most participants attended the
training Ð one of many offered by
Sarah throughout each year Ð as it
is mandatory for most people
working within the church.  Ann
Miller from St. Marks, East
Longmeadow, was one such
participant.

Ann said that every three years
those who volunteer in Diocesan
Sunday schools are required to go
through the training. Because the
training is familiar for many partici-
pants, it reinforces critical informa-
tion on the importance of church
safety.

ÒItÕs very informative.  It
reinforced what we knew,Ó said

Jennifer Tucker from Epiphany,
Wilbraham, who also had attended
training in the past. Jennifer added
that she did gain a better under-
standing of what is expected by the
church regarding safety; for
instance, she learned how to
carefully listen to children, paying
special attention to anything they
might share in regard to their safety
at home, school Ð or church.

Sarah encourages people to
attend even if it isnÕt mandatory for
them. The workshops hold the
advantage of having a group
dynamic. Many participants came
to the February session with
questions for Sarah on what to do in
certain scenarios that could arise in
a parish setting. William Frazier of
St. StephenÕs, Pittsfield, said, ÒItÕs a
great way to share whatÕs going on
in a group and what works well.Ó

As the workshopÕs leader, Sarah
kept the discussions inclusive,
answering questions while present-
ing different scenarios to encourage
the group to think about their
responses to certain real-life
situations, such as staff ratios and
group safety.

Sarah explained the helpfulness
of discussing real-life situations.
ÒThe situations I discuss in these
trainings are usually compelling
enough that people will remember
them,Ó Sarah said.  ÒThe most
helpful thing in the training is that I
tell stories.  Anyone can read a
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policy,Ó she added.

Group involvement and hypo-
thetical scenarios worked well and
even helped to foster new questions
and concerns to be addressed, such
as how churches could improve
safety for their parishioners. Sunday
school teacher Stephen Klisiewicz
from Trinity, Milford, said he will
bring back questions to his church.

Being multi-dimensional, the
workshop touched on many differ-
ent topics and involved different
demographics within the Diocese.
While some participants at the
training work with youth in church,
Dianna Carroll of St. JohnÕs,
Northampton, works mostly with
the elderly.  ÒI have learned so
much,Ó said Dianna, adding, ÒSarah
does a great job.Ó

Emily Adams from Grace,
Amherst, was there for the first
time.  She said she thinks informa-
tion gained in the training would be
useful in everyday life. She learned
a lot, for instance, about maintaining
proper boundaries with children and
that knowledge could also translate
to adults. ÒIÕm really glad that I was
here. ItÕs really helpful,Ó said Emily,
adding that she thought it was a
success.

The workshop was also a
success by SarahÕs definition.
ÒEvery time anyone in the Diocese
comes to one of these and leaves
with a new insight, it is a success,Ó
Sarah explained.


