It is a privilege to continue to serve our Bishop and the people and congregations of this diocese as the Bishop’s Assistant for Stewardship.  Some people have kidded me this year and said they did not recognize me because in some instances I have shown up at their church in a sports shirt rather than my customary dress shirt, bow tie, and sports coat.  And while that is one of the prerogatives of being semi-retired, I hope that my work in stewardship formation continues to be helpful as we seek to discern what God is calling us to do as stewards of all that is.

During this year I have met and worked with stewardship leaders, what I like to call Stewardship Ministry Teams, at St. Stephen’s in Pittsfield and at St. John’s in Northampton.  And I’ll be meeting with a brand new Stewardship Ministry Team at St. David’s in Agawam in November.  I met jointly with the Stewardship Ministry Teams of St. John’s in North Adams and St. Mark’s in Adams.  I facilitated a workshop at St. John’s in Millville for leaders of that congregation as well of those of Trinity, Milford and St. Stephen’s in Westborough.  I’ve offered lay sermons at the Church of the Nativity in Northborough, at St. James’ in Greenfield, and St. John’s in Northampton.  And I trained stewardship visitors for Holy Trinity Church in Southbridge.  In addition I led a workshop for stewardship leaders at the Wardens/Vestry Gathering, I served as facilitator for the Bishop and Council at the Council Retreat when they wrote their Stewardship Statement, and I continue to represent the diocese on the Northeast Ecumenical Stewardship Council, a group of stewardship leaders, lay and ordained, from all around New England comprised of American Baptists, Episcopalians, Lutherans Methodists, Presbyterians, and UCCs.

Finally I continue to work with my good friend and colleague John White in the formation of legacy stewardship in congregations in our diocese.

In 2010, I would love to be asked to work with Vestries in writing and developing Rector and Vestry Stewardship Statements. I pray that parish stewardship ministry teams will invite me to meet with them to think about year-round stewardship formation programs.

